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1995

“1995 is an excellent to outstanding vintage of consistently top-notch red wines.”
Robert Parker
The early 1990s were a dark period for the Bordelais, and ‘95 was the first high quality vintage since 1990.
‘91 through to ‘94 was a procession of poor to average vintages that yielded very few excellent wines,
but a superb (and consistent) start to ‘95 led into the driest summer for 20 years and subsequently the
first serious En Primeur campaign since the start of the decade. The rain that came in mid-September
soon passed, and the top properties from the Haut-Medoc allowed more time for their Cabernet to fully
ripen before picking.
Tonight we will taste four of the second wines from the ‘95 vintage, all of which should be hitting their
stride about now with more room left for development in the future.

1985

“T his is one of the most perfect vintages, both for drinking now and for keeping. It is
certainly my favourite vintage of this splendid decade, typifying claret at its best.”
Michael Broadbent
After the disastrous 1984 vintage and one of the coldest winters on record, the Chateaux owners of
Bordeaux were apprehensive about the ‘85 vintage. What ensued was a long and remarkably consistent
(albeit dotted with bouts of rain) growing season that culminated in absolutely perfect harvest conditions
and beautifully ripe fruit.
The properties that harvested latest of all (including the first growths) reaped the benefits and produced
supple and silky wines that have aged beautifully.
The jury is still out on the relative quality of the ‘85s in comparison to the other excellent vintages of
the decade such as ‘82 and ‘89. While Michael Broadbent is effusive in his praise, Robert Parker has
been a little more conservative although he has upwardly revised some of his reviews after more recent
tastings.
Tonight we will taste all five of the first growths from the ‘85 vintage, and although they will demonstrate
significant room for development, they should be evolved enough to enjoy right now.
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chateau haut brion
pessac leognan

43 hectares
45% Cabernet Sauvignon / 37% Merlot / 18% Cabernet Franc
“T here I drank a sort of French wine called Ho-Bryan, which hath a good and most
particular taste which I never before encountered.”
Samuel Pepys (1663)
Chateau Haut-Brion holds the distinction of being the wine world’s first international brand name thanks to Arnaud III de
Pontac, who was the first chateau owner to export his wine under a specific (estate) name rather than a generic (regional)
name. He sent his son Francois-Auguste to London where they opened a tavern called ‘Pontac’s Head’ and sold their range
of wines to the British - the best of which was Chateau Haut-Brion.
After the de Pontac family had established the estate as one of the finest in Bordeaux it passed into the hands of the
Fumel family, who continued the good work until the French revolution caught up with them - Joseph Fumel ended up
being guillotined by Napoleon’s forces.
After a number of different owners over the following decade (including a brief spell under the ownership of Napoleon’s
foreign minister) the property was taken on by the Larrieu family, who presided over years of development at the estate
which led to their designation of Premier Grand Cru Classé in the famous 1855 classification.
Unfortunately French inheritance law saw to it that the Chateau ended up being part-owned by a number of members of
the family and this led to it being purchased by the Bank of Algeria (!). After they had passed it on to an eccentric chap
called André Gibert, it was sold to today’s incumbents the Dillon family, descendents of C. Douglas Dillon, the former
American ambassador to France.

Chateau Margaux
margaux

78 hectares
75% Cabernet Sauvignon / 20% Merlot / 5% Cabernet Franc & Petit
Verdot
“T here cannot be a better bottle of Bordeaux”

T homas Jefferson (1786)

The estate that is now Chateau Margaux dates back to the 12th century, although it was not until the late 16th century that
vines were planted there, and later still (1811) that the magnificent chateau itself was built by Bertrand Douat who owned
the property after the revolution. Before Napoleon’s forces took control the estate was owned by the very same Fumel
family that were owners of Chateau Haut-Brion, although Margaux left the family after sale by auction in 1801 rather than
the fall of the guillotine.
After taking its rightful position in the 1855 classification as one of four Premier Grand Cru Classé properties, Margaux
fell into the hands of the Pillet-Will family, who battled with the perilous global financial situation and the vineyard scourge
of phylloxera. It was during this era that a second wine was introduced to improve the quality of the Grand Vin - this
would soon become known as Pavillon Rouge de Margaux.
The Ginestet family became stewards of the property until the disastrous vintages of the early 70s forced them to sell to
today’s owners, the Mentzelopoulos family. They are universally credited with restoring Margaux to its full potential, and
many of today’s commentators consider Margaux as the very best of the Bordeaux chateaux.
Elegant and luxuriously textured with spectacular perfume, the estate continues to go from strength to strength under the
tireless leadership of Corinne Mentzelopoulos.
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Chateau mouton rothschild
pauillac

82 hectares
77% Cabernet Sauvignon / 12% Merlot / 9% Cabernet Franc / 2% Petit Verdot
“First I am, second I was, Mouton does not change.”

Baron Philippe de Rothschild (1973)

When the original classification of Medoc wines took place in 1855, many in the Bordeaux firnament were more than surprised to see that Mouton-Rothschild was not amongst the first growths. According to documents of the time, Mouton
was selling for the same price as the first growths and when a chap call Danflau published a book on Bordeaux wines in
the 1860s, he insisted that Mouton would be promoted when the classification was revised. Few then would have thought it
would take over 100 years, but after tireless lobbying by the Baron Philippe de Rothschild Mouton was finally reclassified
into the top tier of the Medoc’s wines.
The Rothschilds have been in charge at Mouton since 1853 and were the first to insist on chateau bottling their production
(beginning in 1924). Their labels have become iconic, with a procession of world class artists contributing art to the designs,
including Picasso, Matisse and even our very own Price Charles! This practice began with the 1945 vintage - a wine that
has gone down in the annals of history as one of the very finest, with Michael Broadbent predicting another 50 years of
sublime development still to come!
Mouton has a personality apart from the other Pauillac first growths - Opulence and flamboyance before the power of
Latour or the elegance of Lafite.

chateau latour

pauillac

65 hectares
75% Cabernet Sauvignon / 20% Merlot / 4% Cabernet Franc / 1% Petit Verdot

“T he search for excellence is the very minimum one should expect from Latour.”
Francois Pinault (2000)
For many Chateau Latour is the name that is most closely associated with the glory of Bordeaux, although all of the first
growths have their of followers that would argue to the contrary.
With a history of viticulture dating all the way back to 1378, Latour was fully deserving of the price and reputation that
led to its classification as Premier Grand Cru Classé in 1855. Having being purchased by the Segur family in 1670, it was
almost three hundred years (1963) before the estate had new owners and in the case of Chateau Latour they were British.
The following 30 years saw a great deal of investment in the facilities at Latour, not to mention the input of Harry Waugh
and Hugh Johnson as directors. When the property was sold in ‘93 it was bought by a lifelong Latour enthusiast Francois
Pinault who has continued to make improvements.
Latour is situated on the border with St Julien (and is infact next-door neighbour to Leoville Las-Cases) at the opposite
end of the commune to Lafite. It is famous to many for the tower on the label that was built on the ruins of a 15th century
fortress used by the British to fight off pirates that were prowling in the River Gironde.
Of all the first growths Latour is said to possess the greatest staying power, with a masculine toughness in its early years
that imbues it with prodigious ageing ability.
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chateau laFite
pauillac

100 hectares
70% Cabernet Sauvignon / 25% Merlot / 3% Cabernet Franc / 2% Petit Verdot
“Does his majesty not yet know that i’ve at long last found the fountain of youth? I have found
that Chateau Lafite wines make invigorating cordials.”
Cardinal Richelieu (1755)
Lafite’s vinous history dates back to a time when both Lafite and Latour were under the same ownership. The Segur
family were blessed with two of the greatest vineyard sites in the world and their dedication to the properties helped to
set in motion the reputations that they enjoy today.
When the 1855 classification took place, Lafite was considered the first of the first growths, although the quality of all of
them is so high today that choosing between them is, as Stephen Brook rightfully states, “nothing more than an exercise in
personal taste”. The Rothschild family have owned the property since 1868, with the exception of a minor interruption in
1942 when Lafite was seized by the Vichy government although after the war it was handed back.
Chateau Lafite is the largest of all the first growths at 100ha, and the vineyard area even includes a parcel of vines over
the border to the north in St Estephe that are entitled to the Pauillac appellation. While most of the vineyards are situated
around the chateau there is also the ‘Carruades’ to the south, which are the basis of the second wine but also provide some
fruit deemed worthy of the Grand Vin itself.
After suffering from criticism over the wines produced during the 60s and early 70s, Eric de Rothschild took up the reigns
in 1975 and has since instigated a surge back to top form. The wines of the 80s and in particular the 90s (when selection
of grapes became extremely strict) were stunning and today the elegance of Lafite once again has the critics in raptures.

