ROBERSON WINE FINE WINE TASTINGS

THE WINES OF AU BON CLIMAT
WITH WINEMAKER JIM CLENDENEN

Wednesday 15th June 2011

AU BON CLIMAT THE ESTATE

Despite graduating from Law School, Jim Clendenen discovered on a visit to France that it was vineyards rather than courtrooms that
he was best suited to spending his working life in. He set about training as a winemaker and after spending time learning the ropes in
California and Australia, Jim turned his attention back to the region that had first captured his attention - Burgundy. In 1981 he worked
on a project for renowned US importer Becky Wasserman, compiling a detailed dossier of the viticultural and winemaking practices
of the domaines she worked with and, in the process, he built up long standing relationships and a deep understanding of how the
Burgundians do things.
With his winery training and all this insider knowledge, it wasn’t long before Jim decided to establish his own operation and, in 1982,
he got together with Adam Tolmach (now of Ojai) to create Au Bon Climat. Initially ABC was run out of a rented space in Los Olivos,
but by the late 1980s Jim had moved into a new facility which he shares to this day with Qupé, a winery run by his close friend and
fellow francophile (though this time a Rhône enthusiast) Bob Lindqvist. Since the early days ABC has grown to a production of 30,000
cases per vintage and Jim has garnered critical acclaim from the likes of Robert Parker, Oz Clarke and numerous wine publications
all over the world.

“Fast-talking, super-enthusiastic Jim Clendenen is fashioning some of the
most dazzling wines in California.”					
Robert Parker

THE ESTATE AU BON CLIMAT

The wines are primarily made from the Burgundian varietals Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, although Jim also produces some Pinot Blanc
and Pinot Gris. The primary sources of the fruit are two superb sites - the world famous ‘Bien Nacido’ vineyard and Jim’s very own
‘Le Bon Climat’ (which, aptly translates as “The well exposed vineyard”), although other very important sites include the Sanford &
Benedict vineyard in Santa Rita Hills, Los Alamos in Santa Barbara County and the Talley Vineyard in San Luis Obispo County.
Bien Nacido:
With more that 40 winemakers producing cuvées from the site, Bien Nacido is made up of over 900 acres of vines, nestled in a
canyon twenty miles inland from the Pacific Ocean. Though the ocean can be viewed only from the hills surrounding the vineyards,
the influence of the sea is felt in the cool temperatures of the Santa Maria AVA. The warm days and cool nights, combined with soils
composed of gravel and calciferous clay, produce wines with a unique and much sought-after character.
Le Bon Climat:
Jim purchased 100 acres in Sisquoc along the south side of the Sisquoc River (and directly across the Santa Maria Valley from Bien
Nacido) in 1998. Drainage was installed in the soil, Riparia Gloire rootstock was used to reduce vigour, drip irrigation was installed
and vines were planted at a density of 1600 vines per acre. The vineyard is situated primarily on hill tops (an additional 11 acres were
planted in 2006 & 2007 along the valley floor), with Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, and Viognier as the original plantings.
Le Bon Climat is farmed organically and has been certified organic since 2003.

