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THE DOMAINES
Domaine Roulot (Meursault):

This is a domaine that has grown rapidly in stature over the past 20 years,
although that is not to say that Roulot hasn’t long been considered to be
one of Meursault’s very best domaines.
Guy Roulot was the driving force behind the creation of the estate and
married into the Coche family (of Coche-Dury fame), which brought him
plenty of prime terroir.Today the domaine is run by his son Jean-Marc undoubtedly one of Burgundy’s top white winemakers.
Roulot is a domaine that believes in terroir, and they produce 7 cuvées from different vineyards around
Meursault. Indeed, Guy was a pioneer in seperately bottling the village appellation climats known as
‘deuxième crus’, and the wine that we will taste tonight is one of the best examples of this – ‘Les Tessons
Clos de Mon Plaisir’.
Domaine Leflaive (Puligny-Montrachet):
Not many beacons of Burgundian winemaking shine brighter than Domaine Leflaive – this estate is the doyen of Puligny-Montrachet, not to
mention a leading pioneer and promoter of biodynamic viticulture.
Today’s Leflaive is run by Anne-Claude Leflaive and Pierre Morey, who
form a formidable team. Taking the mantle from Anne-Claude’s father
Vincent Leflaive was always going to be a difficult task (he was one of
Burgundy’s best loved figures), but the wines from this domaine have
continued to improve over the last 15 years and they are undoubtedly
befitting of an estate that owns vines in all of Puligny’s top climats.
Tonight we will be tasting their Puligny-Montachet 1er Cru ‘Clavoillon’, of which they are by far the biggest
land owner (4.79ha out of 5.59ha). The average age of Leflaive’s vines in this climat is 40 years and the
wine is fermented in cask, 22% of which are new oak.
Bonneau du Martray (Pernand-Vergelesses):
The foremost estate of Pernand-Vergelesses is also the domaine that is
most associated with the Grand Cru of Corton-Charlemagne. Their land
holding in this superb vineyard can be traced all the way back to the estate of the Holy Roman Emperor Charlemagne, after who it was named.
In addition to this Bonneau du Martray produce a red Corton Grand Cru
and these two wines are the extent of their offering – making them the
only domaine in Burgundy that offers only Grand Cru wine.
The Corton-Charlemagne, which we will taste tonight, is one of the
world’s very best white wines – elegant, steely and harmonious.
Domaine Louis Carillon (Puligny-Montrachet):
This domaine has been making wine in Puligny since 1632, with father
passing on to son until the present day – François is today’s winemaker
and his brother Jacques is responsible for the vineyard, grandsons of the
eponymous Louis.
While this understated domaine doesn’t have the glitz and reputation
of Leflaive or Lafon, they most certainly produce wines of the very highest order. Elegance and purity are defining characteristics of the Carillon
wines, with 20% new oak used for the top premier and grand cru wines.
The estate’s best wine is a Bienvenue-Bâtard-Montrachet which is produced in tiny quantities, although it is their 5 Puligny 1er Crus that they
are most famous for.
We will be tasting the ‘Le Champ Canet’, which is a superb vineyard
located on the border of Puligny & Meursault that adjoins the Perrières
vineyard (one of Meursault’s finest).
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Domaine Ramonet (Chassagne-Montrachet):

This legendary estate was founded by the legendary winemaker and
man of the Burgundian soil – Pierre Ramonet.
Known as Père Ramonet, Pierre established the domaine in the 1920s
literally from scratch, and set about the painstaking task of assembling an
estate that would go onto become a vinous legend thanks in large part
to his son Andre, a man widely regarded as one of Burgundy’s greatest
ever vignerons.
Today it is Noël & Jean-Claude (the sons of Andre) that are in charge, and
the reputation of Ramonet continues to go from strength to strength.
They, like their Father and Grandfather before them, have had no formal training and their wines are described by Coates as “totally individual:
more Ramonet than Chassagne.”
Extensive lees work give the Ramonet wine their distinctive rich style,
and the 1er Cru ‘La Boudriotte’ that we are drinking tonight is a great
example of this.
Domaine Bachelet (Gevrey-Chambertin):
This domaine has been run almost entirely by Denis Bachelet since he took
over in 1983, although his son is now working closely alongside him. The
domaine is based in Gevrey-Chambertin and is a small estate of around 4
hectares, but what it lacks in size it certainly makes up for in beauty.
His style is one of masculine elegance, with restrained oak, pure fruit and
perfect balance. Due to the tiny quantities in which the wines are produced they have become some of the most sought after in all of Burgundy, with the 1er Cru ‘Corbeaux’ and Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru
seeing 50% new oak.
It is the Corbeaux that we will be looking at this evening, an excellent vineyard next door to Mazis-Chambertin on the ‘Route des Grands Crus’.
Domaine Sylvain Cathiard (Vosne-Romanée):
Another small (4ha owned) estate, Cathiard is a name that has shot to
prominence over the last 15 years, after he left his father to set up his own
domaine in the early 90s. Since then, his father’s vineyards have come
under his ownership and the reputation of Cathiard’s wines has headed
into the stratosphere – he has been credited with restoring the rightful
reputation of the Vose-Romanée 1er Cru vineyard of ‘Malconsorts’.
We will be tasting his Romanée-St-Vivant Grand Cru, of which he is the
smallest landowner with just 0.17ha of vines.
Domaine Jean Grivot (Vosne-Romanée):
Now run by Etienne Grivot (Jean’s son), this long established Vosne-Romanée stalward has been estate bottling its wines since before WWII.
During the late 80s and early 90s, Domaine Grivot was one of the leading
proponents of the ‘Accad method’ to viticulture, using prolonged cold
soaking before fermentation of the must – a great way to extract better
colour, tannin and fruit flavours for your wine, but often criticised for reducing the impact of terroir.
The past 10 years have seen Grivot move away from strict adherence to Guy Accad’s method, although
elements of the process have been retained and further enhanced the wines of this star performer.
We will taste the Vosne-Romanée 1er Cru ‘Les Rouges’, from a small parcel (0.33ha) in an excellent climat
next to Echezeaux.
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Domaine Anne Gros (Vosne-Romanée):
The Gros family are one of Burgundy’s most important clans, and one of
the very earliest to estate bottle their wines. Anne took over her father’s
estate in 1988 and now bottles their entire production, rather than the
50% that used to go under the François Gros label.
Her preference for high fermentation temperatures and 90% new oak
(for the Grand Crus) has resulted in wines of great intensity, and she now
(arguably, im sure) is leading the Gros winemaking dynasty.
The Clos Vougeot that we are tasting tonight is a superb example from
one of the best positioned plots in the entire vineyard – just over the wall
from the DRC vines in Grands-Echezeaux.

Domaine Michel Gros (Vosne-Romanée):
Michel is the cousin of Anne Gros (and the brother of another Anne
Gros: Anne-Françoise) and his domaine is what used to be known as
Jean Grivot (Jean was his father). Michel took over the reigns in terms
of winemaking back in 1975, although it wasn’t until twenty years later
than the domaine was divided between Jean’s children.
He believes in minimal intervention in the winery, and thus produces
wines of excellent terroir definition – an example of which is the 1er cru
Brulées that we will taste this evening. One of Vosne’s best vineyards, it
is located next to Richebourg. In actual fact, Michel’s vines directly abut
the Gros family Richebourg vines, which belong to Domaines Anne Gros
and A.F Gros.

Domaine Michel Lafarge (Volnay):
This fantastic domaine based in Volnay, produces a staggering 16 different cuvées from just 11.5ha of vines – and since 1999 the estate has been
farmed completely biodynamically.
This is a domaine with an unashamedly traditional approach to winemaking, and the wines they produce are not only classic but usually highly
representative of the vintage from which they come.
Their highest performing wines are the Volnay 1er crus of ‘Les Caillerets’,
‘Clos du Château des ducs’ (which is a monople) and, the wine we will be
tasting tonight, ‘Clos des Chênes’.

