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LEOVILLE LAS CASES THE CHATEAU

The history
Back in the 17th century, the Léoville estate was one of the most important in Bordeaux. It was originally known as the Mont-Moytié
estate and encompassed a large swathe of marshland (drained by Dutch engineers in the 1600s) along what is today the Paulliac / St
Julien border on the left bank of the River Gironde. Following a bitter inheritance dispute between two sisters, the estate passed in to
the hands of a President in the Bordeaux parliament called Blaise Antoine Alexandre de Gascq. He was the Seigneur of Léoville and,
after the claim on the land was settled in his wife’s favour, the estate was named after him. One of his four heirs was the Marquis de
Las-Cases-Beauvoir (the others were a brother and two sisters of the Marquis), but before any of them could enjoy the spoils of their
inheritance, the French Revolution threw an all mighty spanner in the aristocratic works - the Marquis was forced to flee France and
the estate was requisitioned by the state. The authorities had planned on selling the estate off as a whole, but they were persuaded to
divide it up, so a quarter was sold to a trio of local businessmen. This was the segment that was later sold to Hugh Barton and became
Chateau Léoville-Barton. The other three quarters stayed in limbo because the Marquis was absent, but by the time he died and was
succeeded by his son Pierre-Jean, the inheritance included all that remained of the Léoville estate.
Despite the death of the Marquis, things were looking up for the Las Cases family. Pierre-Jean had cast aside his bourgeoisie roots
to fight alongside Napoleon and had risen to the rank of Maréchal de Camps (Field Marshall), so the authorities took a relaxed view
when he inherited the estate in 1815. Part of it went to his sister Jeanne, becoming Léoville-Poyferré, but the majority remained intact
and is the 98ha that represents today’s Chateau Léoville Las Cases. In 1855 the famous classification ranked all three parts of the
original Léoville estate as Deuxième Cru Classé (2nd Growths), but it was Las Cases that was widely recognised as being the best of
the three. Indeed, the wine was so highly thought of that it was commonly recognised as being the finest wine of the Médoc after the
four (at the time) first growths - even (Brane) Mouton was seen as inferior to Las Cases at this point.
The Las Cases family remained in complete control until 1900 when it passed to the next generation - Gabriel, Gaston and Clothilde.
Gabriel and Gaston were keen to sell their shares of the estate and thus it was turned in to a holding company, with the three of them
taking their respective shares. Gabriel bought out his brother Gaston and was then quick to liquidate his holding, selling his shares
to a consortium of local businessmen. One of the shares was bought by Théophile Skawinski, the conscientious general manager
of the estate who increased his shareholding over time, while dedicating his life to producing the finest wine that Las Cases was
capable of. When Théophile died, his enhanced share passed to son-in-law André Delon and it is the Delon family that are the majority
shareholders today, with Jean-Hubert now at the helm of Las Cases and the families other properties Potensac (Médoc) and Nenin
(Pomerol).
The vineyard
The 98ha of Las Cases is divided in to three main sections although there are a total of 125 parcels, planted overall to 65% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 12% Cabernet Franc and 3% Petit Verdot. The vines sit on deep, large-stone gravel beds enriched with
alluvial soil deposits with a high clay content.
The ‘Grand Clos’ is perhaps St Julien’s finest terroir and is the entire northern part of the appellation between the main road and
the river Gironde. This 50ha plot runs up to the commune boundary with Pauillac, neighbouring the vines of Chateau Latour over the
border and giving excellent fruit from old vines that is the base for the Grand Vin.

To the south of the village, closer to the Chateau building itself, is a 5ha walled vineyard called, somewhat unoriginally, ‘Le Petit Clos’.
The best plots here go into the Grand Vin but some of them also go into Clos du Marquis.
The majority of Clos du Marquis is sourced however from the 40+ha collection of vineyard plots to the west of the main road. These
are intermingled with the other two Léoville properties and include a section of fallow land bought from the Bartons in the 1970s
which was replanted.
The wines
The majority of the production from the ‘Grand Clos’ goes in to the Grand Vin of Chateau Léoville Las Cases, a wine of power
and elegance that has long been considered by many to be St Julien’s best. There is a very flexible approach to viniculture at Las
Cases, where each vintage is handled with sensitivity in order to make the best wine they can in any given year (including the decision
of whether or not to use their reverse osmosis machine). Fermentation will usually last 2 - 3 weeks in a combination of oak and steel
vats, with pumping over used to build structure into the wines, before they go in to barrel for approx 20 months. The amount of new
oak will vary, again dependent on vintage conditions, but will invariably range from 50-100%. This conscientious approach has served
Las Cases well in the last 30+ years and it has been one of the most consistent performers in Bordeaux during that period.
At Las Cases it is not only the Grand Vin that enjoys an excellent reputation - Clos du Marquis is considered by many to be the
finest of Bordeaux’s second wines. That said, the Delon family may object to the term second wine! Clos du Marquis is really a different
wine, made from the Petit Clos to the south of the village and the vineyards to the west of the Grand Clos rather than simply declassified
fruit that didn’t make the cut for the Grand Vin. It was introduced way back in 1904 (with the 1902 vintage) - far earlier than any other
second wine and a sign of the commitment to quality that Théophile Skawinski had. As the average age of the vines used for Clos
du Marquis has crept up so has the reputation and quality of the wine, to the point that nowadays it is very much considered to be a
separate entity from the Grand Vin. It is treated much the same in terms of vinification, with the major difference being that it seldom
sees more than 25% new oak. There are some bottlings of Clos Du Marquis floating around under the name Chateau du Grand
Parc, although this rarely seen label was only ever made for a couple of specific clients.
As Clos du Marquis has established its own identity, the Delon family decided to introduce a new wine - a proper second wine - with
the 2007 vintage. This is called Le Petit Lion du Las Cases and is made from the young vines on the estate, but it typically has a
high proportion of Merlot that is not deemed suitable for the grander, more Cabernet dominated wines.
Finally, there has been occasional bottlings of a third wine called Domaine du Bigarnon, although this is rarely seen nowadays.

