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POMEROL THE COMMUNE

Pomerol is the smallest of the great appellations of Bordeaux, but is home to many of the region’s most expensive and sought
after wines. While Chateau Petrus is Pomerol’s undoubted star performer, there are many other fantastic estates that make
sensational wines from the commune’s 780ha of vines. We are delighted to welcome the Wine Advocate’s Neal Martin to
Roberson tonight - Neal is putting the finishing touches to his book on Pomerol and there could be no one better to talk us
through the leading estates and their wines.
Pomerol is a bit of an anomaly in the Bordeaux wine scene for a number of reasons. First of all, it is small - at 780ha it is about 1/2 the
size of the famous Haut-Medoc communes (excepting St Julien at about 1000ha) and just 1/7th the size of next door neighbour St
Emilion. It is worth bearing in mind that the Burgundy village of Gevrey-Chambertin has nearly 500ha under vine and with a landscape
that is little more than a sea of vines, one could be forgiven for thinking Pomerol should be nestled on the Cote d’Or rather than being
back garden to the nearby town of Libourne on Bordeaux’s right bank.
It is not just the appellation itself that is relatively small, but also the estates within it. Of the 10 properties that we will taste from tonight,
the largest is just 24ha in size (smaller than Domaine de la Romanée-Conti) and half of them are under 10ha. Compared to the rest of
Bordeaux’s famous names this is minute - Chateau Margaux is nearly 80ha, Latour is 66ha and Lafite is 100ha! Pomerol’s chateaux
are also rather modest in architechtural terms compared with their peers and in many cases (Petrus, Le Pin, Lafleur) there is little more
than a plain building and a plaque to identify the presence of greatness.
Despite Pomerol’s exhalted status today, it is not an appellation that has been highly sought after for that long in Anglo-American
circles. While the Belgians and Dutch have admired the wines of Bordeaux’s right bank for hundreds of years, the British focused
their energies on the left bank and it wasn’t until the second half of the 20th century that the UK wine trade woke up to the potential
(and, at the time, value) that the wines offered. This state of affairs is baffling, considering that vines had been planted in Pomerol
since Roman times and retrospective tastings of top wines from vintages like 1921, ‘28 and ‘29 have met with rapturous receptions
from commentators like Robert Parker and Michael Broadbent. Perhaps it was the lack of a classification hierarchy that inhibited the
marketing of Pomerol’s wines. While the Haut-Medoc (and, latterly, St Emilion) introduced a classification that promoted the top wines
of their communes, Pomerol remained an AOC of wildly variable quality that was largely ignored by those in the trade that needed a
league table to point them towards the best estates. One member of the trade, a Libournais merchant called Jean-Pierre Moueix, set
about changing this status quo. Over time he bought a portfolio of estates that included Petrus as the jewell in its crown, but his efforts
to increase awareness of the quality of Pomerol’s wines helped to establish the commune as one of Bordeaux’s most prestigious.
Today it is his son Christian that has continued the process and is one of the wine world’s most respected figures.
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The highlighted area is the appellation of Pomerol, with the numbers representing the estates featured in tonight’s tasting
Pomerol is famed for its fantastic terroir, but in reality this reputation can only be attributed to certain parts of the appellation. There is actually a great diversity of
soil types and this, to an extent, explains the gulf in class between the likes of Petrus or Lafleur and many of the other 150 producers of Pomerol. The terroir of
Pomerol’s fabled plateau has high levels of gravel, is rich in clay and iron deposits known as crasse de fer, wheras much of the other vineyard area to the west
and south of the commune is on very sandy soils. It is the clay and iron that give Pomerol Merlot its sensuous combination of silky elegance and discreet power.
In fact there is two zones with high concentration of gravel, clay and iron. The first can be seen in the area of numbers 1-5 on the map and the second is the
central zone where numbers 7 - 10 are located.
There is a big difference in quality between the wines of, for example, Petrus where the terroir is almost exclusively clay and iron and Chateau de Sales which
has very sandy terroir. The fact that many of the lesser estates with sandy terroir charge inflated prices for their wines is perhaps the best argument for the
introduction of a classification hierarchy - although the legal battles that have plagued the likes of St Emilion in recent years would be enough to put anyone off!
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Château Petrus
11.5 hectares

Pomerol’s most renowned estate is famed for producing one of the world’s most expensive and prized wines,
usually in the region of 2500 cases per vintage. Petrus ages better than any other Merlot (well, 95% Merlot, 5%
Cab Franc) and is famed for its masculine elegance and subtle power. Petrus is the latin word for Peter, which in
turn means rock. Jesus called the disciple Peter his rock and it is his biblical image that adorns the iconic label.
Back in the 1800s, Petrus was a farm used for a variety of crops (including some grape vines) and owned by the
Arnaud family, but although it was a well respected property, it was yet to be discovered as the world class estate
that we know today. By the end of WW2, Madame Loubat was in the position to take sole ownership of the property
she had been a shareholder in since the 1920s. In 1946 she appointed JP Moueix as the sales agent (today the
Moueix family own the property) and it was his drive and determination in promoting the wines - allied to their sheer
quality - that put Petrus on every wine enthusiast’s radar. Yields are low and fruit is picked relatively early to maintain
structure and freshness in the wine. After fermentation the wine is usually aged for 24 months in 100% new French
oak, although this is often reduced in weaker vintages.
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Château Lafleur
4.5 hectares

Just 200m to the north of Petrus lies Chateau Lafleur. While Lafleur doesn’t have the global caché of its next door
neighbour, to collectors and enthusiasts of Pomerol wine it is every bit as desirable and many of the great older
vintages are considered to be some of the best wines ever produced in Bordeaux.
Lafleur was originally part of the larger Chateau Le Gay (owned by the Greloud family) but was separated in the
1870s and soon became an estate of some repute. The estate passed down through the Greloud family until two
sisters, Marie and Thérèse, inherited it following WW2 (by then, they were the Robin family). These two spinsters
led a reclusive life at the humble chateau, surrounded by animals but continuing to oversee the production of
spectacular wine. Today it is their nephew Jacques Guinaudeau in charge and he has continued the quest for
absolute quality - in 1987 he declassified the entire vintage in to the second wine ‘Pensée de Lafleur’.
Despite the proximity to Petrus, Lafleur has a much more varied terroir, benefiting from some of the clay and iron
of Petrus, but also having some vines on very stoney soils. The blend is almost equal parts of Merlot and Cabernet
Franc and all the fruit is now destemmed before spending 18 months in French oak (50% new). Approximately
1000 cases of the Grand Vin are produced each year.
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Château Gazin
24 hectares

Chateau Gazin can boast a history like few others, but the early part of the story doesn’t involve the production of
wine. The site of today’s Gazin was a renowned hospital during the middle ages, a recuperation point for crusaders
and knights on their way to and from the Holy Lands. The vestiges of this history can be seen today on the label of
Gazin and the name of the second wine - l’Hospitalet de Gazin.
It wasn’t until the mid 1700s that Gazin emerged as a wine making estate and at the time it was conjoined with
Chateau Rouget, an arrangement that lasted until the late 1800s. By the turn of the 20th century the wine was
held in high regard, little wonder when you consider that the single plot of 24 hectares is on fantastic terroir on the
Pomerol plateau. But following WW2 the eye was taken off the ball and when the catastrophic frosts of 1956 wiped
out large parts of the vineyard which had to be replanted. By the time Gazin’s best 5ha of clay was sold to Petrus
in 1979 the fall from grace appeared to be complete, but since the Moueix family took responsibility for Gazin’s
wine in 1988 there has been something of a renaissance. The vineyard is split between Merlot (90%), Cab Sauv
(7%) and Franc (3%), with the wine matured for 18months in oak before being turned into approx 8000 cases of
the Grand Vin.

Château Vieux Château Certan
14 hectares

It seems like a recurring theme to say “Ah, but this is the estate that the Pomerol cognoscenti really like.” But, with
Vieux Chateau Certan (or VCC as it is abbreviated to) there is a cadre of dedicated followers that place it above all
of its neighbours. In the 1863 edition of ‘Bordeaux et Ses Vins’ by Cocks & Féret, VCC is placed at the very top of
the Pomerol pile, with Petrus only bagging the bronze medal spot (Trotanoy was the meat in the sandwich).
The estate was established as a wine producing property back in the 1700s when it was adjoined with Certan de
May. The division didn’t happen until the mid 1800s and after a variety of owners (including a Belgian merchant
that was part of the original pro-Pomerol movement), the Thienpont family arrived to take control in 1924. This was
when VCC really got going and with the exception of a blip in the 70s/early 80s, the wines have been some of the
best in Bordeaux ever since. Today it is Alexandre Thienpont in charge of the 14ha, split between Merlot (60%),
Cabernets Franc (30%) and Sauvignon (10%). The wine spends 18 to 22 months in French oak (50% new) and
approximately 4000 cases are produced of the Grand Vin, with a small amount of a second wine being produced,
called La Gravette de Certan.

Château la Conseillante
12 hectares

This superb estate may be one of Bordeaux’s best, but it is also one of its more modest. No fancy chateau building,
a genuine focus on making great vins de terroir and prices that look reasonable when compared to many of its
neighbours (which include Petrus, Evangile and VCC, not to mention Cheval Blanc over the road). It was founded as
a wine making estate by Catherine Conseillan back in the 1750s, but has been owned by the Nicolas family since
1871 and they are still in charge today. Not long after they took ownership of Conseillante, Phylloxera struck and
devastated the vineyards, despite the commitment of Louis Nicolas to the application of Carbon Disulphide injections
- a pioneering treatment at the time which proved to be a false dawn in the battle against the vine destroying louse.
In the 1970s the great Emile Peynaud was hired to consult at the property and he ushered in the modern age at
La Conseillante, leading to some triumphant wines in the 1980s and a procession of great vintages since then.
The vineyard is listed as being divided between Merlot (80%) and Cabernet Franc (20%), although many writers
claim there is 5-10% of Malbec vines. The wine is aged for 18months in oak (80% new) and about 5000 cases
are produced. Since 2007 there has also been a second wine, called ‘Duo de Conseillante’.

Château l’Evangile
14 hectares

Evangile may have the label of a traditional property, but is actually rather modern since being purchased by the
Rothschild family (of Lafite) in 1990, the subsequent employment of Michel Rolland as consultant and a large scale
renovation that has taken place in recent years. The estate traces its vinous history back to the late 1700s, but in
1862 it was purchased by Paul Chaperon and it stayed in the family until the Rothschild’s took a stake in 1990,
although the domineering figure of Madame Simone Ducasse remained in situ until 1999.
Evangile is a genuine star estate of Pomerol and neighbours Petrus to the north and Cheval Blanc in St Emilion to the
south. The 14 hectares of vineyard is split between Merlot (70%) and Cabernet Franc (30%) and the wine is now
aged for 18months in 100% new oak although this amount of new barrels is a recent (post Rothschild) introduction
as the ancien regime used a far lower proportion.
Since Rolland’s arrival on the scene there has also been a second wine called ‘Blason de l’Evangile’ and about
3000 cases are produced of the Grand Vin each year.
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Château Eglise Clinet
6 hectares

Eglise Clinet was established in 1882 following the marriage of a Mr Rouchut and Miss Constant, whose families
were the next door neighbours and thus respective owners of Clos l’Eglise and Chateau Clinet. They each brought
with them vines and these were used to create what we now know as Chateau l’Eglise Clinet, although the name of
the property was actually Clos de l’Eglise Clinet until the 1950s.
By this time the estate was owned by Jacques Durantou (a descendent of the Rouchut family) and in 1942 he
handed management of the property to Pierre Laserre of Clos René, an arrangement that lasted until the 1982
vintage. Since then it has been Jacques son Denis Durantou that has been at the helm and the quality of the wines
has got back to the heights seen in the great vintages of the early 20th century.
The vineyard is divided between Merlot (75%), Cabernet Franc (20%) and Malbec (5%), with approx 2000 cases
of the Grand Vin produced and about half of that amount made of the second wine La Petit l’Eglise. The Grand Vin
spends 15 to 18 months in barrel, 40-70% of which are new. The details on both counts depend on the vintage.

Château Clinet
9 hectares

Next door to Eglise Clinet is Chateau Clinet, a 9 hectare property planted to Merlot (85%), Cabernet Sauvignon
(10%) and Cabernet Franc (5%). When the property was split to create Eglise Clinet they lost a lot of their older
vines and when the terrible frosts of 1956 hit, almost all of Chateau Clinet’s vines were destroyed. It took a long time
after replanting for Clinet to recapture any of the glory they may have had in the early days (established in the mid
1800s), but following the recruitment of Michel Rolland in 1987 the style of the wine became much more opulent
and new oak became an important fixture in the winery. The effects were immediate and the ‘89 and ‘90 vintages
received 100 and 97 points from Robert Parker. Not surprisingly considering the sizeable crest of this wave, the
then owner Jean-Michel Arcaute sold the property in late 1991, although he remained as estate manager until he
died in a car accident in 2001. Today Clinet is owned by modern day imperialist Jean-Louis Labourde (who owns
a colossal chunk of the Central African Republic).
The wine spends 24 to 28 months ageing in 100% new oak and approx 3500 cases are produced. There is a
small production (500 cases) of the second wine, ‘Fleur de Clinet’.
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Château la Grave à Pomerol
9 hectares

This is the estate formally known as ‘La Grave Trigant de Boisset’, but the name was (thankfully) changed in
1986 by the Moueix family that own the estate, although the second wine still bears the name Trigant de Boisset.
The Moueix family arrived on the scene to take over in 1971, although why it took them so long to change the
cumbersome name is a mystery. Another interesting change that was made by the Moueix family was the spinning
off of La Grave’s prime vineyards into two of their other properties, La Fleur Petrus and Le Gay.
It can normally be said that involvement of Moueix leads to an upturn in quality at a Pomerol estate, but the counter
could be argued at La Grave and the property has never rediscovered the quality that lead to some legendary wines
in the 1920s. The wine is however, one of Pomerol’s most open and expressive in its youth and consistently a very
attractive (not to mention good value) wine. The vineyard is planted to Merlot (90%) and Cabernet Franc (10%),
with about 2000 cases produced of the Grand Vin, which spends 20 months maturing in barrel (although only
about 25% of it is new).

Château Trotanoy
7 hectares

Historically speaking, Trotanoy has long been thought of as one of Pomerol’s finest estates, although the name
would suggest that some people felt less enthusiastic about the place than fans of the wine. ‘Trop ennuie’ is where
the name comes from and this means ‘too annoying’, so called because the gravel and clay rich soil was so difficult
to work. During the 19th century the property became one of the top two or three in the appellation, but by the
dawn of the 20th century it was becoming increasingly parcellated thanks to the Napoleonic code of inheritance.
In 1953, JP Moueix (remember him?) bought the estate and he would have been pleased to see the old vines
withstand the ‘56 frost that wreaked so much havoc on many of his other properties. Since then Trotanoy has
maintained its position as one of the best in the commune, famed for its finesse and elegance rather than a sense
of brute power.
The vineyard is divided between Merlot (90%) and Cabernet Franc (10%) and is usually the first of the Moueix
estates to be picked. From there the wine is aged for 20 months in barrel, 50% of which is new. No second wine
is made here (more’s the pity).

