
LANGUEDOC & ROUSSILLON

MASTERCLASS
WITH ROBERT JOSEPH

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 19th 2009



    or many years the southern regions of Languedoc and Roussillon were home to a great deal of France’s ‘wine lake’, 
making wine that nobody wanted to drink, let alone part with their hard earned francs for.
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WESTERN LANGUEDOC
The stunning mountains, Cathar castles and medievil cities of Carcassone and Narbonne are the 
backdrop to the western half of the Languedoc, where much of the region’s AOC wines are made 
in famous appellations such as Minervois, Corbières and Coteaux du Languedoc.

The last decade has seen all of that change, and what was once the land of plonk is now one of the most exciting regions 
in the world of wine, with innovative vignerons producing both artisanal limited production cuvées and branded wines of 
vastly improved quality.
The array of styles from this fascinating region offers wonderful diversity for the enthusiast - from dry and mineral white 
wines through crisp rosés to deep, structured red wines and on to unctuous sweet and fortified wines.
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It is also home to Fitou, the oldest appellation in the region (1948) amd Limoux, the home of Languedoc’s only AOC 
sparkling wine. Vin de Pays wines also have a prominent role to play, and much of the production of Vins de Pays d’Oc 
comes from in and around the appellations of this part of the region.

This evening we will be tasting a number of wines from the Western Languedoc, including the superb ‘Le Grand Noir’ 
range of VdP d’Oc wines made from fruit sourced in and around Minervois, a fabulous Minervois blanc from Louis & 
Henri Andrieu and a Coteaux du Languedoc from the ‘La Clape’ area of the appellation from benchmark producer Chateau 
de la Negly.
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both the grape varieties used and the landscape of the region.
Vineyard areas like Pic St Loup, St Chinian, Faugères and the region’s newest designated terroirs (Pézenas, Terrasses du 
Larzac and Grés de Montpellier) are full of producers that are pushing the boundries for quality wine in the area. When 
you add these to the VdP wines from the Herault (perhaps France’s best VdPs), this is a very exciting area.

This evening we will look at a white Pic St Loup from the area’s leading producer Domaine l’Hortus and two red 1998s 
from Puech-Haut and Mas de Daumas Gassac - Icons of the Southern French wine scene.

With the bustling metropolis of Montpellier as its hub, the 
Eastern Languedoc borders the Rhône Valley to the North 
and Provence to the East - influences that can be seen in 

The sun drenched Roussillon stretches down to the Pyrenees and the border with Spain, resplendent with rugged moun-
tainous terrain and the azure waters of the Catalan coast.
This region was traditionally associated with the rich and concentrated sweet wines of Maury and Banyuls and the sweet 
Muscats of Rivesaltes. The Cote de Roussillon 
Villages AOC produces most of the quality table 
wine from the region, although there are some 
very exciting up and coming VdP producers mak-
ing spectacular wine from very very old vines.

We will taste two such examples from Matassa 
and Olivier Varichon, before finishing up with 
sweet Rivesaltes from Domaine Fontanel and a 
1966 Banyuls!



LOUIS & HENRI ANDRIEU
MINERVOIS
The large appellation of Minervois produces some of the Languedoc’s most polished wines, 
and Louis and Henri Andrieu’s Chateau la Rèze Gravade is one of the most quality focused 
wineries in the AOC.

Organic viticulture and traditional vinification methods are used to produce wines of real char-
acter, with their ‘Moulin de Nonnes’ being a blend of Roussanne (50%), Grenache blanc (40%), 
Muscat Petits Grains (10%). Barrel fermentation (20%) and regular battonage results in a white 
wine that is rich, round and supple.

MATASSA
COTES CATALANES

Widely heralded as one of the most exciting producers in Southern France, Matassa is the 
brainchild of New Zealanders Sam Harrop and Tom Lubbe. The pair bought a run down old 
vineyard in the Roussillon hills, and since 2001 they have been squeezing every last drop of 
regional character into their wines through usuing old vines of local varieties cropped to very 
low yields.
This fascinating white is one that may divide opinion. The blend of Grenache Gris (70%) 
and  Macabeu (30%) is an intesely mineral wine that combines flavours of citrus, gunflint and 
hazlenuts. Barrel fermented in 500-litre demi-muids, it is made in a deliberately oxidative style 
that has had the critics in raptures.

LE GRAND NOIR
LANGUEDOC

The ‘Le Grand Noir’ range of wines is from the stable of winemaker Hugh Ryman, designer 
and marketeer Kevin Shaw and wine journalist, expert and tonight’s host Robert Joseph.
By seeeking out top quality fruit from some of the Languedoc’s most sought after terroir 
(much of it in and around Minervois), the team have managed to craft wines that combine the 
character of the region with a (much needed) modern approach to marketing.

Their expertise has resulted in the wonderful wines that we will taste tonight, including a 
Chardonnay, Cabernet/Shiraz, Grenache/Shiraz/Mourvedre and the flagship wine ‘Icon’, a 
blend of old vine Shiraz and Grenache.

DOMAINE L’HORTUS
PIC ST LOUP
Jean Orliac created the Domaine l’Hortus on a 54 hectare property back in the 1970s, but it 
was once he took over the winemaking in 1990 that their reputation (and subsequently that of 
the Pic St Loup terroir) really started to gather pace. Today they are the leading producer in 
this north-eastern corner of the Languedoc, and their red and white Grand Cuvées are the 
area’s benchmark wines.
The white is a blend of Chardonnay, Viognier and a touch of Roussanne. Interestingly, the 
wine is labelled as a Vins de Pays (Val de Montferrand) rather than a Coteaux du Languedoc 
as the Chardonnay component precludes it from the AOC.
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CHATEAU DE LA NEGLY
LA CLAPE
Negly has established itself as the doyen of ‘La Clape’, a vineyard area just to the east of 
Narbonne that is rightfully seen as one of Languedoc’s best terroirs. In 1992 Jean-Paul Ros-
set took the reigns at his familt domaine and since then he, with the help of winemaker Cyril 
Chamontin and consultant Claude Gros, has put together a magnificent portfolio of wines.

‘La Falaise’ is the cuvée that fans of the domaine are most familiar with. It is not their most 
expensive wine (that honour is reserved for the stunning ‘Clos de Truffière’), but this blend of 
Syrah (50%), Grenache (35%) and Mourvedre (15%) is all the evidence that is needed to confirm 
the quality on offer from this domaine.

OLIVIER VARICHON
COTES CATALANES

After a number of years spent working as wine merchants (some of it in London), boyfriend/
girlfriend team Olivier Varichon and Emanuelle Vinci purchased a plot of VERY old vines in 
their native Roussillon and have since set about producing some stunning wines that give new 
meaning to the word concentration!

From yields of just 7hl/ha, this Grenache is rich, deep and a wonderful example of how  artisan 
winemakers are changing the image of the region.
The prodigious concentration of this wine meant that we decanted it over 24 hours before 
the tasting!

MAS DE DAUMAS GASSAC
HERAULT
This iconic estate is the flag bearer for the Vins de Pays movement, and an inspiration for 
winemakers in unsung wine regions around the world. Aime Guibert was a Parisian lawyer 
(and wine lover) that purchased an estate in the Languedoc during the 1970s. He enlisted his 
close friend (and eminent viticultural expert) Professor Henri Enjalbert to conduct a soil survey 
of the estate’s land and discovered that a geological anomaly had blessed him with the exact 
terroir found in the top Chateaux of the Medoc in Bordeaux. Guibert therefore planted acres 
and acres of Cabernet Sauvignon vines, which were illegal under AOC law, and labelled the 
inaugural vintage (1978) as ‘Vin de Table’.

The 1998 vintage was a good vintage at Daumas, and the wine is just starting to get into its 
stride after a decade of bottle age.

LANGUEDOC &
ROUSSILLON
THE PRODUCERS



CHATEAU PUECH-HAUT
ST DREZERY
Located just outside the city of Montpellier, Puech-Haut is a ‘no-expense-spared’ property of 
100 hectares that is heralded as not only the best producer in St Drézéry but arguably in the 
entire Languedoc.
With old vines, a state of the art winery and consultantcy positions for Michel Rolland and 
Claude Gros, the wines are certainly not cheap and invariably difficult to get hold of.

Nowadays their top cuvée is called ‘Clos du Pic’, but before that it was the Tete de Cuvée 
that grabbed all the plaudits. That is what we will be drinking this evening, from the 1998 
vintage.

DOMAINE FONTANEL
TAUTAVEL

Fontanel is located in the town of Tautavel, just outside the city of Perpignan. The 35 hectare 
estate has been making wine since 1864 to the philosophy of low yields, rigorous sorting of the 
grapes and no fining or filtration.
The results are a superb selection of red table wines and the two sweet wines that have made 
the domaine’s reputation. 

In addition to their Muscat de Rivesaltes, Fontanel also make the wine that we will be tasting 
tonight - a Rivesaltes Ambré made from 100% Grenache Blanc that has been aged in oak for 
7 years. We will be tasting this Vin doux Naturel from the 1998 vintage.

VALL’ AURIS
BANYULS
The most southernly AOC in France is Banyuls, the home of rich, deep, chocolatey forti-
fied wines that are made from the grizzled old Grenache vines that are all over the hillsides 
that tumble down into the Mediterrainean sea. For many commentators these are some of the 
world’s best fortified wines, and certainly the closest that France gets to the great fortified 
Ports of the Douro Valley.

For the wines to achieve the Banyuls Grand Cru AOC they must be aged in barrel for 30 
years and Grenache must constitute 75% of the blend. That is the case with the final wine of 
tonight’s tasting, a Banyuls Grand Cru from 1966!
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