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the world‘s the regions: new world
fine wines

california (usa)

barossa valley (australia)

central otago (new zealand)

When European immigrants made it to
America’s pacific coast, they planted
their favourite grape varieties on the
choicest slopes in an attempt to recreate
the wines they loved from back home.
Things were going well until prohibition
destroyed their wine industry and it took
years before California was able to make
top quality wine again.
Today the Napa Valley, Sonoma Coast
and Santa Barbara are world class
viticultural areas with scores of talented
winemakers producing excellent wines.
Many are made in tiny quantities and
fetch astronomical prices (£3000 oer
bottle for Sreaming Eagle), but there
are many others making excellent value
wines to rival the classics from Europe.

Despite being a region in a ‘New World’
country, Australia’s Barossa Valley has
some of the oldest Syrah and Grenache
vines in production.
It is hot in Barossa - very hot - and the
wines produced here are exactly as
you would expect: big, juicy, ripe and
full bodied. There are some producers
however that are intent on making wines
with as much elegance as possible, so
increasingly the vines are being planted
facing away from the scorching sun and
the harvests are being picked earlier to
guard as much of the precious acidity
as possible.
While many other viticultural areas have
started to compete for notoriety with
Barossa, it is considered the original
Aussie fine wine.

Vines have been cultivated in Otago on
New Zealand’s southern island for no
more than two or three decades, but
already it has become established not
only as the foremost fine wine region
in New Zealand, but also as the New
World’s answer to Burgundy.
Pinot Noir, the star grape in Otago, has
always been known as a very difficult
grape to grow once it leaves its’ native
Burgundy, but early signs from Central
Otago show that it definately has a future
in the cool climate region of NZ.
Felton Road are the region’s top producer
and their top wines sell for around £70.
They sell out every year though, and it
wont be long before prices in region
begin to rise.
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rioja (spain)

barolo, piedmont (italy)

chianti, tuscany (italy)

Rioja became Spain’s most famous wine
region when vineyard disease ravaged
France during the 1800s. They initially
decided to make deep, rich oak aged
red wines that imitated Bordeaux and
that idea continues to this day, although
the uniquely oaky style is in contrast
to most French wine. The combination
of vanilla, buttered toast, coconut and
chocolate flavours comes from the use
of American (rather than European) oak
barrels for the ageing process.
The wines rarely reach ridiculous prices,
although there are a number of highly
prized producers that can charge over
£100 for their best wines in top vintages.
The best examples will usually be aged
longer, giving them ‘Gran Reserva’ status.

Northern Italy is the home of Nebbiolo,
one of the finest red wine grape varieties
that is almost never seen planted
anywhere else. It gives rich and tannic,
full bodied wines that can age superbly
for many years, but it is very particular
about the soil and climate that it likes to
grow in. Piedmont, and more specifically
the villages that make up an area called
Barolo, are where Nebbiolo is at home.
In the old days, Barolo wines would be
aged for 10+ years in big oak tanks,
but the new generation has begun to
use small barrels for ageing their wines
over a 2 year period. The result is silky
smooth, complex wines and the best
examples (from producers like Giacomo
Conterno) sell in excess of £500.

Chianti went through a tough time in the
70s and 80s, when the majority of its
wines would usually end up encased
in straw and being sold to foreigners
in crap restaurants. Things really began
to change in the early 90s and now it
is back among the best of the world’s
wine regions. This is thanks not just
to the Chianti wines made from the
traditional Sangiovese variety, but also
the ‘Super-Tuscan’ wines being made
from ‘International’ grape varieties like
Cabernet and Merlot.
Thanks to the fall from grace that Chianti
suffered, some of its’ best wines offer
really good value for money and they will
rarely cost more than £50.
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bordeaux (france)

rhone valley (france)

burgundy (france)

Arguably the world’s most prestigious
wine region and home to many of the
most expensive and sought after wines
in existence. Chateaux Lafite, Latour and
Petrus are just three examples of wines
that change hands for thousands of
pounds per bottle.
On the left bank of the River Gironde you
will find the famous ‘claret’ wines from
the Medoc, where Cabernet Sauvignon
is the dominant grape variety. Across the
river on the right bank you will encounter
the Merlot dominated wines of St Emilion
and Pomerol. All of these exhibit pure
dark fruit and bright minerality, with silky
tannins that provide the structure for
these wines to develop and improve for
decades.

The Rhone Valley is really two wine
regions - the north and the south.
The south is the spiritual home of the
Grenache grape and the wines of
Chateauneuf-du-Pape are the area’s
most famous.
While there are many world class wines
in the south, it is the northern Rhone
that really excites wine enthusiasts and
in particular the wines of Cote Rotie and
Hermitage. This is where Syrah (also
known as Shiraz) is at its best and the
wines combine delicacy and elegance
with power and depth. Many of the
best examples will age for decades
and the top bottlings from certain cult
producers (like Guigal Cote Rotie or
Chave Hermitage) cost many hundreds
of pounds.

If a wine geek isn’t obsessed with
Bordeaux, then the chances are that
they support the rival team - Burgundy.
This is true wine geek territory as the
region is a complicated network of
tiny vineyards and appellations, with
hundreds of producers spilling out of
each tiny village - some of them owning
just a few rows of the world’s most
expensive vines.
The red wines of Burgundy are made
using one grape: Pinot Noir. This is the
variety’s place of birth and where it is
unquestionably at its finest. At the top
of the scale this is where the world’s
most expensive wines are found and the
quantities of the best examples are so
tiny that competition is fierce to secure
an allocation.
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