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SYLVAIN CATHIARD
MASTER OF MALCONSORTS



SYLVAIN CATHIARD
THE DOMAINE

DOMAINE SYLVAIN CATHIARD
VOSNE-ROMANÉE

There is much about the village of Vosne-Romanée that has inspired generations of wine enthusiasts to fall head 
over heels in love with Burgundy, from iconic vineyards and famous vignerons to best kept secrets waiting to be 
discovered. For many years one of the best of these closely guarded insider tips was Domaine Sylvain Cathiard, an 
adress that is now very much on the map and an individual that is seen as being one of the world’s most skilled 
winemakers.

Cathiard owns a small domaine of approx 5 hectares, the majority of which is within the village of Vosne-Romanee  
although there is some Bourgogne, Nuits-St-Georges, Chambolle-Musigny and Clos Vougeot. Started by Sylvain’s 
grandfather back in the 1930s, his father took over in 1969 and Sylvain came on board in the mid-80s before 
leaving to start up on his own. It wasn’t until 1994 that he inherited the vines of the family domaine, and it is since 
then that the wines have begun to attract so much attention. Today the entire operation is run by Sylvain and his 
son Sebastien, who is learning the ropes in anticipation of taking over the reins in the future.
Although the Romanee-St-Vivant is his best and rarest wine (Sylvain is the smallest landholder in the vineyard), 
he is perhaps best known for single handedly giving the 1er Cru ‘Aux Malconsorts’ the reputation that its position 
and terroir deserves. He has acheived this through a non-internentionist philosophy, old vines, low yields, complete 
destemming and restrained use of new oak (the RSV is the only wine that gets 100% new oak).

Clive Coates says that Cathiard’s wines have “a touch of genius” while Neal Martin calls the RSV “a wine that God 
would make if he were a winemaker”. High praise indeed and the Roberson team are inclined to agree.

‘AUX murgers’
nuits-st-georges 1ER CRU

0.48 ha; Planted 1945 
Situated in the northern section of this parcellated village, 
Aux Murgers is an premier cru of almost 5ha.
Stylistically the wines from this part of Nuits are often said 
to resemble neighbouring Vosne more than the classic 
character of Nuits-St-Georges. But while Murgers is similar 
to Boudots and Damodes in that it is the more feminine 
side of Nuits, it also has a meaty quality that confirms its 
origins in one of Burgundy’s most structured and mascu-
line villages.

nuits-st-georges (north)

chambolle-musigny (central) ‘clos de l’orme’
chambolle-musigny villages

0.46 ha; Planted 1951
One of Chambolle’s best village level vineyards, Clos de 
l’Orme borders the premier crus of Les Charmes and Les 
Plantes.
The central location and position on the slope produce wines 
of elegance with ripe fruit and delicate perfume - exactly 
what one has come to expect from the wines of this village.



‘lES SUCHOTS’
VOSNE-ROMANÉE 1ER CRU

ROMANÉE-ST-VIVANT
GRAND CRU

‘AUX REIGNOTS’
VOSNE-ROMANÉE 1ER CRU

‘AUX MALCONSORTS’
VOSNE-ROMANÉE 1ER CRU

0.16 ha; Planted 1962
The largest premier cru in the village at 13ha, Suchots is sandwiched in 
between Romanée-St-Vivant and Richebourg to the south and Echezeaux to 
the north. 
Its large area and multitude of growers has always meant a certain degree 
of inconsistency in the appellation, although sterling work in recent years by 
producers like Cathiard and Robert Arnoux (Pascal Lechaux) have led to an 
improvement in the vineyard’s reputation.

0.17 ha; Planted 1943
Described by Clive Coates MW as the most 
feminine of Vosne’s Grand Crus and even 
compared to the great Musigny, St-Vivant is 
all elegance, style and complexity.
The vineyard is just under 10ha in size and 
borders Richebourg and Romanée-Conti to 
the west and La Grande Rue to the south.

The vineyard is divided into three sections, 
with Cathiard’s vines (all 0.17ha of them!) 
located in the most southerly section that is 
known as ‘Le Clos des Quatre Journeaux’.
Cathiard is the smallest land holder in the 
vineyard, producing just a single barrel.

0.24 ha; Planted 1997
This small 1er cru is situated up the slope 
from La Romanée and invariably produces 
well structured wines that, while not quite 
showing the finesse of a Grand Cru, are nev-
ertheless of excellent breeding.
The largest landholder here is Louis-Michel 
Liger-Belair, who owns just under half of the 
vines. Cathiard’s small plot is located at the 
very top of the climat.

0.74 ha; Planted 1972
Sandwiched in between the border with Nuits-St-Georges and the great Grand Cru of La Tâche is Malconsorts, a 1er Cru site 
with the same terroir as its more illustrious neighbour and a reputation that is gathering pace every vintage thanks to the spec-
tacular wines of Sylvain Cathiard. Now that De Montille and Dujac have purchased vines (thanks to the break-up of Domaine 
Thomas Moillard) this site will only become more prestigious in time.
The vineyard was one of the latest in the village to be planted (1610), and the story goes that the young upstart was considered 
to be a ‘Malconsort’ to all the sublime terroir in the vicinity.

SYLVAIN CATHIARD
THE DOMAINE

VOSNE-ROMANÉE


